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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application 
should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted are in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statements are being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1,2,5&6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Publication 2002/0142810 Al to Kawasaki et al. (hereinafter Kawasaki). 

With respect to claim 1, Kawasaki teaches a portable information processing apparatus 
comprising: a first movable part (11, Figs 1 A,4C); a second movable part (12, Fig 1 A), the first 
movable part and the second movable part being connected so as to be mutually angularly 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/63 1 ,844 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2617 

displaceable, from a closed condition where the movable parts are opposed to each other to an 
open condition where areas of the first and second movable parts opposed in the closed condition 
are exposed to the outside (Figs 4A-C); an inner operation section for entering predetermined 
information, the inner operation section being provided in an area of the second movable part 
opposed to the first movable part in a closed condition where the first and second movable parts 
are opposed to each other (14, Fig 1 A); an inner display for displaying a predetermined display 
content in response to predetermined information entered from the inner operation section, the 
inner display being provided in an area of the first movable part opposed to the second movable 
part in a closed condition where the first and second movable parts are opposed to each other 
(13, Figs 1 A,4C); an outer display for displaying a predetermined display content, the outer 
display being provided in an area exposed to the outside, of at least one of the first movable part 
and second movable part in a closed condition where the first and second movable parts are 
opposed to each other (21, Figs 1C,4B); and an outer operation section for entering 
predetermined information on the predetermined display content displayed on the outer display, 
the outer operation section being provided in an area other than the exposed area of at least one 
of the first and second movable parts whichever comes behind the outer display in a closed 
condition where the first and second movable parts are opposed to each other (14i, Fig IB; 
paragraphs 71-75). 

With respect to claim 2, Kawasaki teaches the portable information processing 
apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: an imaging section disposed on the exposed area, for 
shooting an image in response to predetermined information entered from one of the inner 
operation section and the outer operation section, the imaging section being provided facing the 
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same side as the side where the display face of the outer display faces (22, Fig 9), wherein an 
image shot with the imaging section is displayed on at lease one of the inner display and the 
outer display corresponding to one of the inner operation section and the outer operation section 
from which the predetermined information used to shoot an image with the imaging section was 
entered (paragraphs 71-75). 

With respect to claim 5, Kawasaki teaches the portable information processing 
apparatus of claim 3, wherein the condition detector comprises: a discrete contact section where 
one set of discrete contacts and another set of discrete contacts formed in the shape of comb teeth 
are formed in engagement while spaced from each other in a substrate face direction (16,16a Fig 
1 A); and a common contact section for mutually providing electric connection between the 
discrete contacts in a closed condition where the first and second movable parts are opposed to 
each other or in an open condition where the areas opposed in the closed condition are exposed 
to the outside (paragraphs 75,76). 

With respect to claim 6, Kawasaki teaches the portable information processing 
apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: an externally oriented imaging section provided in the 
exposed area (22, Fig 1C,4B&9); and a controller for causing the imaging section to shoot an 
image in response to predetermined information entered from one of the inner operation section 
and the outer operation section and displaying the image shot by the imaging section on at least 
one of the inner display and the outer display corresponding to one of the inner operation section 
and the outer operation section from which the predetermined information was entered 
(paragraph 109). 
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6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Publication 2004/0077386 Al to Nagasawa. 

Nagasawa teaches a portable information processing apparatus comprising: a first 
movable part (1, Figs 1-3B); a second movable part (2, Figs 1-3A), the first movable part and the 
second movable part being connected so as to be mutually angularly displaceable, from a closed 
condition where the movable parts are opposed to each other to an open condition where areas of 
the first and second movable parts opposed in the closed condition are exposed to the outside 
(Figs 1&2); an inner operation section for entering predetermined information, the inner 
operation section being provided in an area of the second movable part opposed to the first 
movable part in a closed condition where the first and second movable parts are opposed to each 
other (Fig 2B); an inner display for displaying a predetermined display content in response to 
predetermined information entered from the inner operation section, the inner display being 
provided in an area of the first movable part opposed to the second movable part in a closed 
condition where the first and second movable parts are opposed to each other (Fig 2B); an outer 
display for displaying a predetermined display content, the outer display being provided in an 
area exposed to the outside, of at least one of the first movable part and second movable part in a 
closed condition where the first and second movable parts are opposed to each other (Fig IB); 
and an outer operation section for entering predetermined information on the predetermined 
display content displayed on the outer display, the outer operation section being provided in an 
area other than the exposed area of at least one of the first and second movable parts whichever 
comes behind the outer display in a closed condition where the first and second movable parts 
are opposed to each other (Fig IB). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

9. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
Publication 2002/0142810 Al to Kawasaki et al. (hereinafter Kawasaki). 

Kawasaki teaches the portable information processing apparatus of claim 1, further 
comprising: a condition detector for detecting a closed condition and an open condition of the 
first and second movable parts (paragraph 75). Kawasaki fails to expressly disclose the inner 
operation section is activated and the outer operation section is deactivated in case the first and 
second movable parts are in an open condition and the inner operation section is deactivated and 
the outer operation section is activated in case the first and second movable parts are in a closed 
condition, however the Examiner takes official notice that it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to activate and deactivate the inner 
and outer portions when in an open condition and vice versa. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to activate and deactivate the inner and outer portion when the phone is in an open 
condition to conserve battery power since most of the keys include a backlight. 

10. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
Publication 2002/0142810 Al to Kawasaki et al. (hereinafter Kawasaki) in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,445,932 to Soini et al (hereinafter Soini). 

Kawasaki teaches the portable information processing apparatus of claim 1 . Kawasaki 
fails to expressly disclose at least one of the inner operation section and the outer operation 
section includes an operation selector for activating one of the inner operation section and the 
outer operation section and deactivating the other one of the inner operation section and the outer 
operation section. 

In the same field of endeavor, Soini teaches a similar portable information processing 
apparatus wherein at least one of the inner operation section and the outer operation section 
includes an operation selector for activating one of the inner operation section and the outer 
operation section and deactivating the other one of the inner operation section and the outer 
operation section (Figs 1,2, Claims 11,13). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include an operation selector for activating one of the operation sections and 
deactivating the other to conserve the unit's battery power. 

1 1 . Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Publication 2002/0142810 Al to Kawasaki et al. (hereinafter Kawasaki) in view of U.S. Patent 
Publication 2003/0186708 to Parulski et al. (hereinafter Parulski). 
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The Examiner notes that, the language used by the Applicant merely suggests or makes 
optional those features described as "capable"; such language does not require steps to be 
performed or limit the claim to a particular structure. 

Kawasaki teaches the portable information processing apparatus of claim 6, wherein the 
controller sets the outer operation section to a command input function capable of inputting a 
command related to photographing on the outer display. Kawasaki fails to expressly disclose 
setting it to be capable of inputting a command while displaying the image shot by the imaging 
section. 

In the same field of endeavor, Parulski teaches a similar apparatus capable of inputting a 
command relating to photographing, while displaying the image shot by the imaging section (Fig 
9, paragraph 64) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include the input command capability so the user can control the image (e.g. zoom 
as taught by Parulski, paragraph 64) on the outer display. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

12. Claims 8-12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,957,083 to Ikeda et al. 
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14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emeka D. Iwuchukwu whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5512. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9AM - 5.30PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Due Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7503. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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